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BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today is 

January 8, 2002. The time is 12:12. This is 

Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of the Safety 

Division of the New York City Fire 

Department. I'm conducting an interview with 

Firefighter John Butler, Firefighter ist, 

assigned to Engine 6 of the New York City 

Fire Department. We are at the engine office 

of Engine 6. This is regarding the events of 

September 11, 2001. 

A. On the morning of September 11, Engine 6 
was taking up from Box 201 at approximately 8:40 and 
as I turned around by the Brooklyn Bridge I observed 
a blackened area in Tower number 1. The engine 
officer of 6 Engine, Lieutenant Thomas O'Hagan, 
transmitted a second alarm. We came back to 
quarters and I picked up two additional firemen who 
were waiting outside the quarters and we arrived at 
number 1 World Trade Center at approximately 8:47. 

I immediately decided or I was gonna go into 
high pressure. I kept -- one of the firemen I 
picked up, who was an engine chauffeur, with me to 
assist in the stretch of the line across West Street 


because of the traffic, we hooked up into the 
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standpipe and I put Engine 6 into high pressure and 
I notified Battalion 1 that we were in high 
pressure. 

Members of Engine 6, at this time I don't know 
where they entered the building. I heard one 
communication regarding a Mayday situation which was 
transmitted by Marine 6, that they thought they had 
observed a major collapse of Tower number 2. While 
we were operating at this spot, we were there for 
approximately one hour before the second plane hit 
Tower number 2 and up until that time myself and the 
other member of Engine 6 were unaware that a plane 
had already hit Tower number 1. We were under the 
impression that there was some kind of a fire up 
there, an explosion. We thought it was like an air 
conditioning room within the building. At no time 
did I hear any communications about a plane hitting. 

When a second plane struck Tower number 2, I 
observed a large fire ball traveling from south to 
north. At that time I took the other fireman, 
Fireman Robert Emans, with me and we proceeded to 
run up West Street. We ran approximately one block 
and then we stopped to try to figure out what 


exactly had happened and some short time later Tower 
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number 1, with the radio antenna on it, started to 
pancake. At that time we proceeded to run some more 
up West Street. A cloud that ensued from the 
building collapse, when it hit the ground picked up 
great momentum and it was right behind us all the 
way up West Street. We ran approximately five 
blocks until the cloud subsided. 

We gathered our thoughts and at that time we 
proceeded over to 7 Engine on Duane Street to see if 
we could find out exactly what happened. Nobody had 
any additional information. We then proceeded from 
7 Engine back to our own quarters on Beekman Street. 

At that time, I was in communications with 
Deputy Chief Hill of the first division and he 
instructed me to be the liaison to Beekman Hospital 
to coordinate information about how many members 
were being treated, extent of the injury, company 
identification. I did that for approximately four 
hours until I was relieved by Chief Oehm of the 
first battalion. 

At that point, we rejoined the members of 
Engine 6 up at the site on Broadway and Fulton 
Street. The only thing I can say about this whole 


incident, it was a complete surprise. Like I said 
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earlier, at no time did we know that a plane had hit 
Tower number 1. We must -- I must have observed the 
tower approximately two minutes after the first 
plane had hit and at no time did we know that a 
plane had hit. I heard no communications to 
evacuate the building. I was in communications with 
members of Engine 6. They were on the 27th floor, 
proceeding upward. I heard communications from a 
squad company that informed them that it was an 
hour's climb to 30. 

The only other thing I have to say is probably 
in the future modification should be made about 
truck companies responding into incidents like this. 
When they can observe from a distance the height of 
the building and the location of the fire, they know 
they are not going to use their ladders so they 
should just drop the members off in front of the 
building and reposition their rigs at a safe 
distance away from the building to avoid being hit 
with debris or falling bodies or as in this case, a 
total collapse of the building. 

BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Thank you, 

John. It's 12:50 and this concludes the 


interview. 


